MANHUNTER 
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MANHUNTER... 

SOONER OR 
LATER. 


MANAHONTER 


Ik THE FAR AND DISTANT CORNERS OF THIS EARTH, THERE ARE FEARSOME 
CRIMINALS WHO HIDE IN VAIN FROM JUSTICE .WAND A NAME WHICH HAS 

HAUNTED THEIR KIND THROUGH THE AGES... TH/S (S AIS STORY ff 

THIS IS THE ORIGIN OF... 2 


MANHUNIER 


you's COME 
THE CAVE OF THE MANHUNTER 
TALKING HEADS! T'NE j a ww SOONER 
FOUND WY QUARRY £ 1 / \ OR LATER, 
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JE ARE IN THE 4AST REFUGE OF A MURDERING ECCENTRIC...A DERANGED, BUT 
; FACILE MIND WHICH IS ABSORBED IN MASKS AND KILLING 7 : 


: ; HA*HA*HA-HA-HA 
. : WHEN THIS IS OVER, YOUR ', 

WELCOME, YOU'VE TRACKED i e MASK WILL HANG HERE: AS : LISTEN TO. 
MANHUNTER. HAVE US DOWN..ONLY TO —¥ WITH OURS 1/ —— THEM, MANHUNTER, 
YOU COME TO JOIN | : FIND DEATH! NV ‘ . HA-HAA-HAAL ; ‘ MY HEADS 
US....ON THE WALL ig : 2 OO ees NEVER LIEW 

OF OUR CAVE? : a%s g (ng 
; “EVEN IF : 
THEY ae 


TH 
RELOR ING 


7 THERE ARE FEW 


¥. DEAD PEOPLE WHO 


ARE 


IN ONE SPLIT-SECOND THE FLAME- 
THROWING MASKS ARE PUT OU 
OF ACTIONS ; 


vi 
Wears 


IM STULL 
TAKING 


YOu. IN, 
CHOPPER, 


/ IM TOO CLEVER 
FOR MY PURSUERS, 


\ BUT IT SHALL Le \ ONLY YoU HAVE 
NEVER : 


‘ MANAGED TO 
HAPPEN £ i J) FIND ME. 


Yf YOU KNOW.T \ 
ALWAYS GET 
MY. MAN 
CHOPPER! ff 


CONTINUED ON SEP PAGE FOLLOWING. 
7 


‘ 


KE ITS SPIDER COUNTERPART, BACH poy MIND SPINS ENDLESS DEATH TRAPS TO 
IM ITS Nea, IT 1S THE RTERNAL ls NYER, F THE ADVERSARY WHO DARES © 


CLA! 
ENTER THE DEADL OVE THE 
CHOPPER'S DEADLY UVENTION 


THE ELECTRIC 


DEATH DESCENDS /f 


_ SS) 
FRY, MANHUNTER! NOT 
EVEN YOUR PROTECTIVE 
SUIT CAN WITHSTAND ° 
THAT VOLTAGE! 


HE GOT ME Jf 
4 COULDN'T 
STOP HIM / 


THEY'RE PARALYSIS 
SHELLS. THEY'LL. PUT 
\ ME OUF OF ACTION. 


ig MOVES TOWARD fi 
HIS INTENDED VICTIM. IN \ 


eo 


'S MANAGED TO REMOVE. 
THE ELECTRIC HEAD. HE'S 
OPEN TO ATTACK, 


THe Cube se Bae | YOUVE FAILED, 
JOLT, CHOPPER. BUT JN. © 
IT DION'T. bo THE . MANHUNTER 


THIS WILLS 
TLL NAIL you 
Bel oe 


Tie |, 
SHAKEN UP! Yer 


CHOPPER IS SWIFT/ BUT MANHUNTER 
IS FASTER.’ HE THRUSTS THE ELECTRIC 
HEAD AT THE DESCENDING AXE, 

HH} NY La * 


GOODBYE, CHOPPER. 
FATE WRITES ITS OWN 
=m SCENARIO FOR 


DESPITE ALL 
PRECAUTIONS 
DEATH'S FINGERS. 

CAN STILL 


TOUCH 
MANHFUNTER, 
6 


BUT THE 
WORK 


HE WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT ONE 
THING ws 


THAT HIGH 
VOLTAGE ALMOST 
SUCCEEDED 
IN ITS TASK, 


NM 


READER PUNSUES 
Bo, FOR 


le} yy 


4 ME, T 
IA T'VE GRO N OLD 


Buy 


IF JUSTICE FAILS...” 
CIVILIZATION FAILS. 


ont “3 


AAEANWHILE, INA QUIET SUBURB & 5 
TM A FINE DEFENDER a 

OF A SMALL COLLEGE TOWN Ge THe WEAK 7 SQUIVE DON 

1 FESL FRUSTRATED, AND POWER aos: | feu pon 


, R MARK SHAW, FOR DOZENS. 
INGLE, E CAN'T GAIN i YOu, ) PUBLIC FAILURE! fyi, OF PEOPLE. 
POOR FOOL { : 
SS HE WON'T 


=i) 


oo 

YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, UNCLE. THEY’RE LITTLE PEOPLE. MANY 

AS PUBLIC DEFENDER, T‘M ASSIGNED OF THEM ARE VICTIMS_OF 

CLIENTS WHO CAN’7 AFFORD A LAWYER, THEIR OWN IGNORANCE. SOME 9 THIS 
OF SUSAR PAWNS OF 


BURK IS WOT IT’S AN OLD 
THE MOST § JUNGLE LAW, 
THE BIG FISH 
EAT THE 


SAVORY: OF 
CHARACTERS. 
A STIFF HE'S A PATSY WHO LITTLE FisHé 
SENTENCE WON'T DEFEND HIMSELE 
MAY BO HIM BY HE FEARS THIS POWER. 
SOME GOOD, =a OF 


ei NEVER: 
HAT £ MY JO} 

EL NATE THE 

JUNGLE LAW, 


my IF THE B/G FISH AR 

1 GUILTY. THEY MOS 

ACE THE BAR OF 
WUSTICE. 


YES. T/VE 
SOME UNIQUE 
~ OBUECTS 


/ ak cea nt ae 
ARTieaeT COLLECTION 


IS THERE SOMETHING 
-HERE THAT RELATES 
TO OUR DISCUSSION? 


aver MAN 


'VE DI eh 


FINE WORDS, Se UNG MAN 
cigs 6 yeeT iT A WAY 


hea IS AN HONOR, T I DO. 
NCLE. I-T KNOW YOU Ie KET 
‘GUARD JOUR TREASURES || MANY © 
WEALOUSLY. Lia 
IDDEN .. 
DAN ree 
ssl 


TSE NOUS TO JUSTICE! 
YOU'RE NOT THE FIR 
ZEAL TO SERVE. JUST! 


NOBODY KNOWS WHEN MASKS SUCK AS 
THE SHAN” WAS Ss THIS ONE ARE 

ORGANIZED, BUT IT’S ve T. 

A VERY OLD SECT, 


THE : ORIGINAL Many : 
BRE WARRI ae 
) Youekr THE 


INS Ai ta 


THE “SHAN ARE NCORRUPTIBLE, 
AND TAKE VOWS TT : 


AGS AN ae MARRUNTER 
ps FAILS TO BRIN : 


HIM IN, 


\ VW 


TLL BET. THE SHAN“ —~S B-BUT THAT'S THEIR L/ON 
COULD GET AT THE i INCREDIBLE { MEDALLION IS REAL, 
EVIDENCE THAT : TL DIDN'T IF YOU SPEAK THE 
WOULD H&LP MY . 4 IMAGINE ONE TRUTH TO ae by IS 
. CLIENT, S SAID THAT 

A LEGEND. 


YOU CAN Tor 
Tees { reo GAN 


ae MSRAN 


THE “SHAN” ARE REAL ! THE MYSTIC MEDALLION CAN COMMUNICATE /£ 
wAND FATE {S ABOUT TO CREATE Ay... : 


. CHAPTER. 


{GRAND MASTER... 
ASK AN AUDIENCE, 


LOOK AT ME, SIRE. 
f LAM 020. I FEAR 


MY DAYS AS 
MANHUNTER ARE 
NUMBERED. 


A NEW WARRIOR 
WILL ARISE. HE 
WILL CALE IN THIS 
TIME OF NEED. 4m 
OUR WORK 
NOT f= 


* 


SHALL 
DI 


{ VOICE - 
S| OF A NEW 
4, WARRIOR? 


THE PERSON TL THEN, YOU'VE 
SPOKE TO...THE BEEN CHOSEN 
MAN KNOWN AS A 
MARK! \T WORKED! WHEN YOU GRAND MASTER 
TALKED INTO THE MYSTIC MEDAL- : wHE SENT THIS, 
LION, THE “SHAN” RESPONDED! ‘ 


_ AS 
CANDIDATE 
MANWENTER! 


THIS COSTUME § 
AND. MASK 
Gt ag 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS COSTUME. 


\ ese Sas | ANYTHING V7 YOUR CLIENT 


RONG, wWOE BURK aw 
UNCLE 2, HE'S BEEN 
MURDERED ! 


THERE WAS A WE 


WS TL.HAD HIM RELEASED IN MY 
BULLETIN. THE POLICE CUSTODY. I THOUGHT I'D 
Spctee IT WAS A 


HIDDEN HIM FROM HARM, 
NGLAN 
EXECUTION. 


HIS. ENEMIES 
FOUND HIN 
AND IM 


RESPONSIBLE! 


A 


SURE IS A SHAME TO SPOIL 
DAT CLASSY SUIT, LAWYER, 


WELL TAKE YER WORRIES )# = 
AWAY RIGHT WOW, CLOWN, 
WHATEVER JOE BURK 
TOLD‘UA IS GONNA 

DIE \NiT'CHA. 


YOU'VE BITTEN TAKE IT EASYS C THERE MAY BE 

OFF MORE THAN T-L DIDN'T KNOW g MORE KILLERS 

YOU CAN CHEW, YOU'RE A TIGER OUTSIDE. 
WIT MANZ 


[THE REMAINING KILLERS TURN TAIL 
LAND AZB@ IN THEIR CAR. from 
| SHUT UPL \ OS oN J 
é KEEP . 
\ DRIVING! 
VE GOT 


BLE! 
MT! 


SENT 
sey 
i 


FROM THIS 
WINDOW { 


MARK! TNE ges: THIS (SN'T THE 


eee 
ANOTHER. /ia 
> 


a SILENCE US. 
a 


sx Ge 
arth 


WHAT MANHUNTER 
WAS MEANT TO DO 


VE THE 5 
BSE OF Justices | 
sc 


I’M. GOING AFTER 
AL BEEFER, THE . 
HOG, AND His aa 
ORGANIZATION / eo 
Wey TURN THOSE 
BE CAREFUL, 
MARK. IT'S A 
MIGHTY. BIG 

TARGET, 
G00D LUCKY 


Ne MAKES” 


THEM TALK 
te 


BN Seconos: 
OUR CANDIDATE IS OFF TO HIS fi 
FIRST TEST, GRAND MASTER. ) fits | .- 


hye x ie ew E | : 


| [ MEANWHILE, IN THE HEADQUARTERS HE WAS DOWN WE MY HOPES em 

| pomoo_OF THE “SHAN'.. 1 FROM THAT TREE JM ARE RAISED, 

=USUEES. ale | | WN SIRE. 

| T\ amen 
; “ 1 4g Wigin 


HE MOVES 
WELL, 


Y WHEN H& EARNS TLL ACTIVATE TH 
| HIS BATON, I 

\ SHALL BE FREE 

\ OF MY DUTY. 


THE NEXT IMAGE THAT APPEARS REFLECTS THE RUTH- 
(SS FACE OF EVIL, GROWN POWERFUL AND CUMMING 
IN_ITS CONTINUED FORAYS. 

Hl bice oe mane | 

WUNTER'S TARGET. 


IF SO,,WRITE AND 
TELL US! 


The cement of any society is the faith and trust 
each citizen places in its various institutions. (Of 


course, I'm referring to Democracies, which are” 


assumed to be basically free of ‘Fear from the 


Top:’) The faith of the common man is reinforced if 


the violators of his law are brought to tria! by con- 
‘scientious means on the part of society, and made 
to answer for this violation. Once this task is ac- 
complished, the wheels of Justice are expected to 
function. < s ‘ r 

What Justice is, in any case, is debatable. We 
can only define it with a twelve man jury. That's 
about as equitable a situation as any good citizen 
can expect. Bie : 

However, we must live with the expectation that 
all this will be done. This is our, assurance that any 
crime in which we sustain injury shall be reviewed 
dispassionately, in its true light, and be fairly settl- 
ed. 


to doubt its validity, then fear takes over. We begin 
to walk ina jungle with a gun on our hip. 

In the fantasy world, this basic fear persists. But, 
we're able to resolve it to its highest: degree of 
satisfaction in the representation of a superb 
Manhunter who acquits himself in our behalf 
against the canniest of criminals. We are protected 
by his strength, his keen insights and his 
willingness to act in the most dangerous of 
moments, He takes upon himself the weight of our 
problems, our dangers and our risks. We are the lit- 
tle guys and we need him when.we're pressed. We 


ache for justice all the more, because the little guy | 


throughout the ages could expect so little. 

The Manhunters we create are fashioned with all 
the qualities we think are necessary to do the job. 
We even endow them with a sort of “cult- 
mysticism” to establish the spiritual link between 
them and us. ¥ 

’ The King Arthurs, the Robin Hoods, yes even the 
sinister types like Javert in “Les Miserables”, were 
sincere operators in behalf of the law of their land. 
In their eyes, the little guy, who was bound to his 
society had fo be assured'that sociey was obligated 
to him, and was functioning in his behalf. 

Thus, Manhunter as depicted in this issue takes 
on the dress/the sprirituality and the dangers of his 
brothers in the world as we know it now. That 
these dangers are dramatized for good reading pur- 
poses is not denied by yours truly. The villains of 
this’ piece will be the damnedest, most. unique 
characters you've ever laid your eyes on. Their 

a ! 4 


4 


If we can’t live with that assurance, if we Beqit : 


thinking will be geared to the perfect crime and 
their positions will make them seem like un-| 
assailable juggernauts with a complete lack of 
values to boot. They will be the true predators at 
our door. And Manhunter shall be there when they 
knock, ‘ 

You can't knock that premise. It's really exciting. 
You can be the jbig-little guy with the necessary 
moxie to handle whatever the opposition throws 
against you. Z 

As an added ingredient to this basic premise, the’ 
formula shall include the vital elements of integrity 


_ and relentless insistence that justice must be 


brought to its needed climax, And, whatever form it 
takes, you shall know at its outcome that all debts 
have been paid. Anyone with a sense of fairness 
wants nothing more than that. E 
So let's try it once more. Into the breach with 
Sherlock Holmes in fancy underwear. Woe to the 
evil mastermind who becomes the target of our 
mystic crusadér who is armed with our goodwill 
and sponsorship. : % 
The world is our battleground. And that includes 
Macy's basement at midnight as well as the hun- 
ting grounds of Lapland. For whatever happens in 
any small corner of our environment today is. our 
business, considering the internationalization of the 


| criminal mind. There’s no border or tariff which can 


keep evil from insinuating itself into our lives. 

The Manhunter comic shall, however, make 
strong emphasis on the human character. The 
reader, shall know his antagonist as well as his hero 
in fine dimensional terms. After all, we can weep’ 
just as profusely for a villain who has lost his way 
as we can for the most innocent of individuals. 

This is the Justice principle at work. We mustn't 
forget that Justice encompasses the frailties as 
well as the strong points of human behavior. The 
motivations which drive the evil-doer are an ex- 
tremely interesting facet of.their makeup and must 
not be omitted in the course of storytelling. It's like 
serving the goose without the sauce. : 

So let's give it the full treatment. Let's have it all, 
$0 we can shiver and shake until we hear the “all- 
clear.” ‘ 

‘our friend, 
Jack Kirby 


a j 
All gripes and kudos will be accepted at my 


tattered Post Office, Box Number 336, Newbury 
Park, Calif. 91320. Please address it simply to 
Manhunter. 


MANTUNIER 


scanned by *Wizard* 


